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General Assembly of Members of 
The 18th Annual Meeting of The European Society 
for Dermatological Research 
Gunhild Lange Wantzin, Secretary 
Forty-five members attended the meeting at the Arabella Conference Center in Munich on June 20, 1988 
Presidential Address (W.J. Cunliffe) Science is an important 
part of everyone's life. Health, wealth, and happiness are all linked 
to science. The aim of our Society, like other research (and clinical) 
Societies, is to promote better health . 
Compared to eighteen years ago when the ESDR was born, the 
dermatological health of our patients is now much better and this 
must be attributed to science. In our own Society, the major contri-
butions of science to dermatological management have been in the 
development of the retinoids, PUVA, and other regimes such as the 
practical application of epidermal cell culture in patients with burns 
and leg ulcers. 
Yet, despite advances in our own and other specialities money 
available for science decreases. In Great Britain and many other 
countries the Governments are reducing university posts and basic 
research grants. One feature of this decline is the turning of some 
scientists to industry for financial support. Obviously we are grate-
ful for their help, but such support can detract from the more funda-
mental research. Let me quote a historical example. Faraday, as you 
all remember, developed electromagnetism. Even though he was 
one of the original members of that famous British institution, the 
Royal Institute of Science, he was asked, for commercial reasons, to 
work on qptics. He made little progress. After 5 years he begged to 
return to basic research. He did, and within 6 months discovered the 
basic principles of electromagnetism. When asked by the Lord 
Treasurer what good was this to mankind, Mr. Faraday replied, 
"My Lord, I do not know but whatever it does I'm sure you will tax 
it." A few dynamos and steam engines later electromagnetism was 
taxed. Last year, in England alone, this discovery produced 77 mil-
lion pounds in taxed revenue. 
Following the beliefs of Faraday and other famous scientists I am 
delighted that, despite financial restrictions, our members continue 
to produce much high quality basic research. However, some scien-
tists totally reject the applied side of science. This too is the wrong 
approach. Looking at this year's program it is clear that as a Society 
we do appear to have achieved a balance between basic and applied 
sCience. 
Over the past 18 years the older ESDR members have seen many 
excellent young members, trained in the science of dermatology, 
leave our field because of the lack of permanent career structures. 
This represents a wastage of talent and considerable investment. 
Most West Europeans are of a charitable nature. This is amply 
demonstrated by LIVEAID and SPORT AID, which both raised 
millions of Marks for the third world. Unfortuntely, dermatology is 
not as emotive as cardiology or oncology, although in terms of 
numbers of patients seen, dermatology is a major problem. It is not 
an emotive disease, unless you or your relatives have skin disease_ 
then dermatology is an emotive issue. 
May I suggest that perhaps some of the more senior members of 
the ESDR might consider two approaches. First, fund raising from 
those who suffer from skin disease. Is it not possible for us to raise 
many Marks from our grateful patients and local industry? This 
money could be placed in trust for the permanent salary of One Or 
two scientists. 
The second approach is a political one. In most of Western Eu-
rope many research councils are not given the opportunity to argue 
their case with those who have political power to determine and 
implement research policies. If we want "Government money" We 
need to convince our politicians that the public is "getting value for 
money." We need to discuss these issues with our local government 
representatives. One strong point in the argument is that health 
does mean wealth and happiness. We need to inform our politicians 
that skin disease is a major cause of absenteeism from work and so is a 
major loss of wealth. We also need to underline the fact to our 
politicians that we cannot mount direct programs about the therapy 
of diseases where we do not yet know the fundamental causes of the 
problem. 
We as a Society need to attract and keep within our Society 
graduates from the core sciences, maths, physics, chemistry, and 
biology, in order to promote a more sustained approach to our 
research. This in turn will improve the health, wealth, and happi-
ness of patients who suffer from skin diseases. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the 
Society for the support of the Board over the past 6 years, the S.LD. 
and J.I.D. for the support to the ESDR, and I wish to thank my 
fellow board mem.bers for their help over the past 6 years, in particu-
lar during my 3 years as Secretary and this academic year as Presi-
dent. I also wish to thank the local organizing committee, in partic-
ular Johannes Ring and Jaakko Karvonen, Chairman of the 
Program Committee. 
For those who are involved in medical research we could not be 
living in a more exciting time. The prospects for dermatological 
research depend not only on the scientific opportunity and talent 
but on the financial resources available to sustain the research. I 
hope that some of you will take up these suggestions and raise 
money from local sources and encourage the politicians to put 
money into dermatology. I have every faith in the ESDR, and I also 
have faith that the present meeting will be very successful. Thank 
you for attending the meeting and I hope that you all have a happy 
and successful meeting. 
